BEISSIILEIIIIEZAS 


JA Propoſetion for the Making of 
Farthings,by the Royal Authority 
for Publick uſe. 


Here have formerly been ſeveral Grants. x . Now; 
| the Lord Harrington; 2. To the Dutcheſſe Dowa- 
oer of Lenox; the laſt, to the Lord Maltravers , 
and Sir Frar:cis Craze, for the making of Farthings 
Hof Brafſe and Copper to paſſe His Majeſties Kingdoms and 
IDominions of England , Wales, Ireland, and Plantations, 
nth command (by Proclamation) that none other ſhould be 
- Alffered topaſſe ; And this 


1 . For preventing of abuſes by ſuch « 
made and uſed their own Farthings 
without Authority. 

2. The ſaving of Bullion. 

3. The Benefit of Commerce. 


4. T he Relief of the Poor. 


Jo: theſe Reaſons, 
VI&, 


4 But thoſe Farthings being made of ordinary Metals, and 
Jezhe to betmitated by the Counterfeiters of Holland, and 
. Fothers at home , and thereby found no lefle prejudicial to 
AY the Patente:s , then the Nation ; the Metal was changed , 
Y ind thoſe Farthings by Marks of DiſtinRion, and His late 
Majeſties Letters Pattents , 2nd Orders to the Lord 
4 Maltravers, and Sir Francis Cranes, 11 of Eis Reign, | 
Y "ere reculatzd. y 
A Þr:t 


L24Y - 
But this Patent alſo during the late Rebellion expiring 

RC ALTER ge (lometimes an Underworker in -the Mint ) 
abitſt he lived , did , and divers othersfinke in 1 ondes , 
and within the Lines of Communication, without Autho- 
rity , now do take upon them to make ſeveral ſorts of 
Farthings , of ſeveral ordinary Metals, for hundreds of 
Traders aud Retailers in and about Londen, as alſo in ſeve- 
ral other [Incorporate Towns ; who ( as they pretend ) 
cauſe the ſame to.be made for their particular uſes only, un- 
der colour or promiſe of taking them again, at the ſame 
value they paſſed them for , (when-ever returned; ) which 
certainly 1f they did really ſo, were yet unlawful for any 
Society or Corporation, much lefle for any perſon to pra- 
Qiie at his own will and pleaſure. 


Againſt which abuſe , the Objettions following (* among ſt 
others ) are juſtly to be made and inſiſted on, viz, 


x. That this Irregularity is a Limb of Anatchy , and a 
Relique of that ſpecious popular pretence to Liberty, con- 
nived at by the late Uſurpers, and a airect Incroachment 
upon the Royal Prerogative , to which only the licenſing of 
all ſorts of Coyn ( National or Forreign ) belongs, with 
an abſolute Power for the advance, abatement and allay of 
the Species of all forts of Coyns currant, or to be prohi- 
bed: within its Dominions. 

2. It's a dire& cheat upon, and injury to the SubzeR and 
Publique Weal, for the meer lucre and advantage of certain 
private and particular perſons only ; many of which (under 
pretence of advantage to Commerce ) make great advan- 
tae by this liberty to themſelves, ſome 10, 15, 20 /. per 
Man in the yeer ( and ſome more,) And though by pro- 
miſe , and under the colour at leaſt of an Aſſurance to take 
them again at the rates they paſſe them for, yet they are ſel- 
dome found willing to receive them ( when returned ) e- 
ipecially in quantities. 


3. It 
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3. If any of theſe Retallers come to remove their habita- 
[z0ns, or break (wluch many of them often do) all the Fay- 
1b5»gs are loft to thoſe that have any of them on their hands; 
[nd though they do remain , or not turn Bankrupts , yet by 
his device they oblige, andin a manner neceſſitate all who 
ave of their Farthings on their hands , to trade therewith 
vith themſelves only , becauſe they are not elſewhere Cur- 
nt with others ; which ( as they manage it, theſe Far- 
hings ſeldome coming back to them without other better 
noney ) makes much for ſuch Retailers advantage , and 
conſequently by that bondage , proves to be the greater 1n- 
conveniency to all dealers with them ; which Farthings 
lowed by publick Authority would remedy. 

4. This liberty of late taken up, is found no lefſe pre- 
judicial to the Poor, who for want of authorized ſmall mo- 
.nzys, eſpecially Farthings, mifle many an Alms, and 
at which is therein eiven them of little uſe , for thoſe 
'Farthings now uſed ( not being paſſable as before , except 
ith thote perſons only that make and give them out) are 
of little benzfit to thz poor or any other at a diſtance ; be- 
ies, fince thoſe that make them , will hardly fell any 
[ting for Farthings only, but at double the rate , the poor 
3 well as othrs wffer by it , which proves the Cheat to be 
[the greater. 

5. Laſtly, many of thoſe that beſpeak and utter theſe 
:nauthorized Farthings , often come to loſe by them them- 
2lves, eſpecuilly ach as are honeſt , value their Reputa- 
ton and ſtand upon their Credits, when ever they call in 
their Farth'zgs ( as fome of them uſe to do once a year, 
| 2nd change their Tokens ) many times find double the <115n- 
| tities they ordered to be made under their ſtamps , odtr.;.'e 
291 them by thoſe they intruſted to make them , or put pc 
en by others that counterfett thzm, wh.ch is alio b2com. 
in 6:dinary pradtice , and thereby ſome of the hone{te:: 
[.:ve loſt 10, or 20 /, per Maninayezr, for their port:... 
1; thares, belides what t>2 Poor and comman oft of &b 
20:'s vſter Dy It. A 2 Fs 
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For Remedy againft which unſufferable 4- 
buſe , ſince the allowing of Farthings , 
well regulated, might be ſo general a Com- 
modity, and that without them the Poor 
will want much of their Relief, and every 
petty Retailer, of all ſorts, would ſuffer 
ſo much in his Trade( 4s is obvious to all ) 
if none were ſuffered. 


It is humbly propoſed 3 


I, 


dat ſucha Metal (if poſſible) might be found out 
and fixed on, as in all probability at leaſt might pre- 
vent all importation by the Hollanders, and from other 
Forreign parts , as well as the uſual abuſe by Counterfe- 
ters at home. 

2. Thatin Caſe ſuch a Metal as propoſed could be found 
out , certainly it would be more fit then Farthings of ſuch 
Metal only were ſuffered to paſſe in ſuch form and manner, 
as by the Royal Authority might be approved, then that 
every one as now ſhould be left at liberty , or other Far- 
things ſuffered to paſſe then ſuch as might be allowed and a1- 
reed by. His Majeſty. 


The o_ 0bjettions to which , by ſuch as now take 
Liberty in the Contrary , are ſuitable to each 
Men's Genius or Intereſt , viz. 


t. Some ſay that it will be a diſhonour to His Majeſty, 


and the Nation , to allow o; tolerate any baſe Coyn. 
2, Others 
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2, Others that it will be impoſſible to find out fuch a 
Metal as may not be Connterteit. 

3. That if they be made of any baſe Mettal equivalent 
to their denomination, they will bz of ſuch a Magnitude 
and Weight, as will be cumberſome and untraſhqueable. 

4. And ſuppoſing they could be made of any Metal that 
could not be counterfeit , and ſuch as might anſwer the full 
intrinſique value ( excepting the Manufactures only , which 
15 as reaſonable to be allowed in this , as at the Mint for 
Standard money ) yet whatever ſhall be allowed to the 
Office for the faſhion and Manufacture of ſuch Farthines , 
in the Exchange, will be ſo much lofle as the faſhion comes 
to, to every SubjeR that takes them either for Commo- 
dity or in Exchange for other money. 

5. Others ſay that all Farthings now uſed ( if recalled) 
will be ſo much lofſe to thoſe that have made any urder 
their own ſtamps for their private ule. 

6. And the Retailer by this means may come to have 
ſometime 10 or 2o pounds worth of ſuch Farthings at a 
time upon his hands, which if he cannot pay out and 
vent again , as well as take for Commodities, having quan- 
tities on his hancs , they will Iye as ſo much dead ſtock 
upon him , and conſequently be ſo much loſſe. 

7. Thenif at the Office any of them ſhall be refuſed 
mony in Exchange for ſuch as hz brings back thither , he 
can have no remedy but by a Suitat Law , which would be 
a tedious Inconveniency and Grievance. 

8. And laſtly, if the Office it felf or Undertakers 
( whoever ) ſhould fail by Death or Breaking , or defifting 
of the Office , which after it have made and vented 1o or 
20000 Pounds worth in Farthings or more ) poſſibly may 
be , ( beſides the Diſhonour thereby to His Majeſty ) there 
will be ſo much lofle to the poorer SubjeRts. 


F: 
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In Anſwer to which Objettions ii may be Replied. 


1. And to the firſt thereof, that neither Spe:z or F rance, 
nor any other Kingdome or Republique of Chriſtendome . 
( better inabled with Silver and Bullion , or both, then 
Englarnd is) finding it a neceſhity rather then a Convenien- 
cy , that think it any Diſhonour to give an Allay ( at leaſt) 
to all thzir ſmall moneys paſſable within their own Domi- 
nions, their reaſon for this being , as well for ſaving the 
charge of the Mint , as for preventing the loſe of Silver , 
and as well for the eaſe of Commerce, as their Poors re- 
lief; ſo not difaorecable with the Cuſtemes and Policy of 
all other Chriſtian Nations, nor certainly can any thing 
be rightly called diſhonourable to any Prince or State , 
which in it ſelf is not unjuſt or unequal, burthenſome or 
_ deſtructive to its Subje&s, which upon a due Examination 
* of the Propoſitions following , it's humbly conceived the 
making and authorizing of publique Farthings of ſuch a 
Metal , and ſo qualified as 15 found out and propoſed, will 
not appear to be , atleaft not to be ſo great an Inconve- 
niency , as the permiſſion of every one to make ( which is 
not only an Incroachment upon, and diſhonour to the Roy- 
al Authority , but an apparent aQual Burden and injury to 
the Subje&, as before declared, in likelyhood will be. 

2. In Anſwe: to thz ſecond Objection, and to make it 
appear that there may be ſuch a Metal found out, for the 
making of Farthings, as :* not impoſſible, will be more dit- 
hncult to be counterfeit then Gold or Silver, 


Obſerve 
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Obſerve but the Reaſons following. 


1. The Metal propoſed for this uſe, ts not hitherto 

known to be had in any part of the World but in His 
Majefttes own Domimons ( and for that the more pro- 
per ) nor in any part thereot, yet diſcovered , but in 
one _ , and that in His Majetties Power and Com- 
mand. 

2, It hath this quality and hidden ſecret in it, thatit 
will hardly intermix with any other but of its own na- 
ture and ſpecies, Male and Female. 

3. Though it be tough enough of it ſelf for this uſe, 
yet there is not any way yet diſcovered to reduce 1t to be 
fully Malleable, and thereby the fitter alſo for this uſe , 
the harder to be Counterfeit , and eaſier to be diſcovered 
if any one ſhould attempt 1t ; fince no compound Me- 


tal can be made like it. 
4. In its Nature it is as wholſome and as ſeet as fil- 


ver, neither Smells, Ruſts, or Cankers, ſomething 
harder, and o ſullies lefſe ( if any thing ) and nxt ynto 
Silver ( of which it hath nothing in it ) endures fire the 
beſt, and in the fire, rather improving then abating 
ought of 1ts Colour, which is diſtin from all other 
Metals , and for that reaſon alſo the lefſe Counter- 


fettable. —— 
5. For a final Anſwer , and to free His Majeſty from 


the leaſt of indienity by it , and the molt ſuſpicious from 
the danger of any damage by Counterfeiting 1t, there 
may be ſuch marks given toit , and ſuch fignes denoted 
with it, that every comon eye may eafily diſcern it from 
any other Metal that can be Counterfeited; ſo that if His 
Majeſty and His Councel ſhall be pleas d to allow of 
Farthings to be made of this Metal to paſs univerſally by 
publique Authority and none other , the Propoſers know- 


ine this Metal to be ſo different and diftin& in its nature 
from 


= 
from all other , and impoſſible almoſt to Counterfeit it 
(having ſuch powers and privileges granted as formerlyfor 
their Inabline) offer, within fix months warming to furniſh 
all His Majefties Dominions with a ſufficient quantity of 
Farthings of this Metal , and to give in ſufficient Secu- 
rity before they enter upon.it, at all times to return the 
value they paſs for in ſterling money when returned to 
th: Office broken or whole , abating onely one in twenty 
for th: faſhion as formerly , which ( 1f the Security be 
000d, and performance an(iverable ) will make Far- 
things ſo allow'd;to be made andpaſt within His Majzfties 
Dominions equal with any other Coyn His Majeſty 
makes and allows to paſs for Standard. 


3. Thelaſt Anſwer may allo ſerve for the third Obje&i- 
01, for if (as is defore offered ) ſuch Farthings be recei- 
ved back, with the rebate onely of onein twenty for the 
faſhion, it will not be much material to the Uſer whether 
thzir intrinfique value be anſwerable to their denomination 
or no? and thenif the Makets cauſe them not to be made 
of ſuch convenient fize for weight and magnitude as may be 
orateful to the Uſer, they will ſhew themſelves the more 
1mprudent, and be the greateſt Loſers by 1t; but in this 
certainly they ought to be obliged to ſuch a pattern as His 
Majelty and Councel may be pleaſed to appoint, and ſhall 
think fit to agree to be moſt commodious for uſe. 

4. What's ſaid before ( if perform'd ) will aniwer the 
fourth ObjeRion alſo in all but the charge for Faſhion , for 
which h2 that brings any Farthings to change for Money 1s 
to pay only as formerly in Brafſe ( one in Twenty ) which 
15 alſo to be allowed to any that takes them out, and ſo will 
b2 as broad as long ; whereas thoſe that now make and vent 

Farthings without Authority, ſell and make the Buyers pay 
five times the price that the Metal of which thzy ate made, 
is worth ; all which is loſt to the Dealer if broken under his 


hands or melted, or the party under whoſe ſtamp mM pals, 
reak , 


- 7 = 


break or but remove his habitation ; - whereas in the other 
| way the Propoſers offer , by taking the Metal back melted 
broken or whole at one 1n twenty loſs, and proportionably 
will be a far leis loſs 1f any. 

5, To the fifth it may be anſwered , that he that breaks 
my hedges to make himſelf a way through my Lands, may 
2s Well complain of being put back into the road; or he 
that makes him cloaths of my cloth without my conſent, 
cry out that by Law he 1s forced to pay me forit; as he that 
hatii made Farthings without the Royal Aſſent , Stamp and 
Aurhority , to be forbidden their further uſe ; he may pre- 
tend a damage In ſome ſort poſſibly by it , but no wrong , 
or (it any ) nothing but what's done by and to himſelf, con- 
trary to the Law , and the King no party to it. 

6. In anſwer to the fixth Objeaion, there is more offe 
red for remedy then evet was formerly provided againſt the 
| like Doubts by any.Grant from the Crown, viz. That no 
| man be bound to take Farthings in any groſs payments , or 
for any-Commodity , or for Debt, contrary to his liking ; 
| nor any Servant or Labourer for his Wages , bur at his owne 

Eleion; nor otherwiſe , but either as a Gift in charity, 

or in order to the exchange of ſmall Money , or ior Diet, 

Drink or edible tninvs ; or for the eaſe ot commerce and 

| petty Surns, where. ſuch exchange 1s needful , and both 

parties are willing and agree unto it for their owne conveni- 
| ency: And if at any time any ſuch Retailer ſhall find him- 
| ſelf overcharo'd with greater quantities then may be for his 
conveniency to keep at one time-by him for his uſe , for one 
in twenty he may have Money paid him for them in Loader 
1t the-Office to be appointed for that uſe ; and ſo1nevery 
| City or Town corporate through Ergland , &c. where-ever 

' any ſuch Farthings (hall be vented or allowed topaſs , and 

| men of ability in all ſuch places furniſhed for that ſervice ; 

ſono Trader need to have above 20 5s. in his hands at once , 

nor any of the Poor (that had rather have their little ſocks in 


money) want a ſhilling or fx-pence it any time. 


| 
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7. If the Office ſhall refuſe to return ener 20 
things to any in exchange (allowing the allow'd rebate) agig 
objected, but is hardly imavinable . it deins for their ad- 
vantage , it is but reaſon the next Juſtice without Fee or 
other allowance , ſhould have power to doe the agoreived 
party right by diftrels or otherwiie , and ſee his loſs or time 
( whoever dammified ) ſatisfied ; which will ſoon put an 
end to any difference of that kind without charge z if eny 
ſuch thould be, or delay be uſed. 

8. The laſt objetion ſeems to ſavour more of mllingneſs 
to find Objections and a fault then to hearken to a remedy 
for it, it not ben likely but that if His Majeſty and Hig 
Conncel ſhall think fit to allow the Undertaking , that they 
would be ſo urwaty in a buſineſs of ſopublick and veneral a 
concernment , as not to be careful to chooſe reſponſible 
perſons for its execution and overſight , and if fix good men 
can be found capable to ſecure 400000 /. per amv. of His 
Majelties Revenue to Him , there is ne ereat doubt to be 
made but ſuch men may be left alſo for this as the firi 
Uſurer in Loxdox could not object againſt , if that were the 
onely queſtion , and ſuch great Security needful ; which(ts - 
ſay truth ) in this bufineſs will not be, for put but hon 
and prudent perſons to officiate it , the buſineſs will fecurs 

itſelf; which when required and time ſerves , may eaflly 
and fully be demonſtrated in every particular. 


And whereas Hu Maje fty now ha's nothing , he may have 
forme addition to His Revenue by it, 


